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Summer 2024 

Hello new and junior flyers!   

This is my first time writing for “The Pigeon Track”, and I’m excited 
to be working with you.  My goal is to help new and junior flyers 
learn more about their pigeons and lofts, and to keep you updated 
on things that are going on in the AU that affect the new and junior 
flyers.   
 
We will be taking a look at what your birds should be doing, and what to expect for this time of year.   
Pigeons are a lot of fun, but now that school is back in session, your grades MUST come first!  Make sure 
your schoolwork is done to the best of your abilities before you address your pigeons.  The pigeons will  
always be waiting for you, but your grades can’t be changed once school ends.  Make sure your priorities 
remain in line, and your pigeons will be even better because of it.   
 
Pigeon racing has started, or is about to start, in most places across the United States.  It is now time to test 
our young birds, to see if this year’s pairs produced better babies than last year, or perhaps we made anoth-
er champion out of the same pair from last year!  These are exciting times, and where the payoff begins for 
all the hard work during the summer.  Breeders should be separated by now and allowed to rest.  They’ve 
done a great job, and need to relax for a while.  We will start prepping them again in late October, but for 
now, they need to rest.  Stay focused on your young bird team, and don’t get lazy now.  Make sure your 
birds are fed properly, and that you are watching their health very close.  Do the chores of feeding, watering, 
and scraping the loft, and then observe!  That’s right – just stand and watch your birds.  Is there one that is 
all puffed out?  Is there one with an eye that is partly closed?  Any feathers that are out of place?  Do you 
see something that just doesn’t look right?  Just stop, and stand still, watch your birds, and get to know 
them.  You will be able to learn a lot about your pigeons if you listen to them, and what they are telling you!   
The AU will be doing an auction in the near future for the youth program.  If you have something you’d like to 
donate, please let me know so I can get the details ready to go.  Maybe you have some breeders you’d like 
to donate, a gift certificate, a kit of young birds next spring, or maybe some equipment / supplies you aren’t 
using any more.  Anything helps, and will be greatly appreciated!   
 
I challenge you to make sure you do your homework as best you can, make sure your pigeons have clean 
water and proper feed, and then stand still, relax, and watch your pigeons for two minutes.  That’s all it 
takes!  You’ll learn more about your pigeons by being disciplined, and simply watching them for 2 minutes 
every day.  I’d like to know what you learned about your pigeons while watching them over the next few 
weeks.  If you have questions, contact the AU office at (405)-848-5801 and 
let me know!  I’ll be glad to help in any way I can. 
 
Fly Fast! 
 
Paul Kaufmann 
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Contact information:   
American Racing Pigeon Union 

PO Box 18465 
Oklahoma City, OK 73154 

1-405-848-5801 
www.pigeon.org 



2 

Fond Du Lac RPC Sharing the Sport! 

Emi-Jo Barkley setup a display at the Paw-palooza.   
 
It's a fundraiser event for the humane society in Fond Du Lac at Ziegler Winery they do every year. 
After talking with the director she was fascinated by the sport and asked me to come with an  
informational booth for both kids and adults. We had a lot of questions from all ages and we even 
got the community involved where they could be assigned a band number in our next race and have 
a chance at winning a fishing trip, a free photography session, or a doggy basket. Everyone had a 
lot of fun and the "did you know" board had people much more impressed with pigeons than they 
were before!  Thanks to the AU office for the marketing materials.  The pigeon gliders were a hit 
with the kids!  I'm happy to say we were so busy talking to the public we only got a few picture be-
fore it started! 
 
I'm hoping to gain interest with the 4H club and help the next generation fall in love with the sport 
like me and my son have! 
 
Thank you again! 
Emi Jo Barkley 
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5L Thunderbird Kids—Totally hooked on the Sport! 

Totally Hooked on Pigeons  2024 
 
All the 5L Thunderbird kids stand in front of the loft hoping their bird will go in first. The kids are  
using old clocks with countermarks on their birds so they must watch carefully for their bird with 
their color ez snap ring. The first three birds drop into the loft, Joey, Indiana, and Oliver are in 
the lot in a second, retrieving the countermark from their birds. As they step out to put their 
countermarks in the clocks, (4 of them) more birds drop into the loft sending Clara, Ben, Alden, 
Rain,  and Olivia racing into the lot. It is amazing that the birds keep dropping into the loft while 
there are so many kids  
moving around in there getting their countermarks. Someone has to help Oliver because he  
already has three birds in but they are staying too high in the lot for him to catch them. In and 
out of the loft the kids race retrieving more countermarks and quickly filling up the clocks. Each 
child is racing with 4 birds this year and they are all housed at the Thunderbird loft at their  
leader’s house (Vicki place). 36 of the baby pigeons were donated by Paul Thomas of the 
Greater Seattle Club and 40 more from Vicki.  
The kids have come weekly since March to clean, feed, and train the birds. They will race 3  
races this year. 2 races with old clocks & countermarks and the last race with electronic bands 
and clock. They will receive pigeon pins 1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 of each race. Later in the year there will be 

trophies, plaques & ribbons. 6 new children and families introduced to the fun sport of flying  
pigeons.  
 
Look for more about them in the AU Youth write ups. 
 
Vicki – 5L Thunderbirds 
& Stilly RPC  
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2024 AU WINNERS 

Landon is from Massachusetts and his father is  
50-year AU member Frank McLaughlin. He will  
attend a university in Florida where he will major 
in Marine Biology. He is very passionate about 
the ocean and is determined to make a positive 
impact on it with his future endeavors.  
 

Landon is very active in school activities and 
clubs. He is President of the Diversity Club, a 
peer mentor for Special Needs Athletic  
Partnership, and in Student Council. Landon is 
ambitious and completed a difficult schedule of 
many AP classes. For that, he was awarded the 
Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar Award.  He 
has also participated in many marine science 
research programs. Without a doubt, Landon 
will have a lasting effect on the future of marine 
life. 
 

We wish all the applicants the best of luck in their professional 
and educational careers! If you were not selected this time, 
we want you to know to we value your achievements and 
please consider applying again next year. 

  
We are proud to recognize the three individuals below that are 
the 2024 AU Scholarship recipients! 



5 

Future Engineer, Emily, is from Pennsylvania 
and her grandfather is an AU member. She plans 
on joining the engineering program at a universi-
ty and will complete it over a five-year period. 
She is also a star athlete and will be committing 
her time to playing for the varsity tennis team in 
college. This student athlete will have a stacked 
schedule with academics and sports but looks 
forward to the challenge! 
 

Emily is very active in her church, spending time 
volunteering for Sunday School and hosting 
many other church related events. She is active 
with Student Council, Class Cabinet, FCA, and 
tutoring math. Emily is a very well-liked member 
of her community and is described by her men-
tors as determined, genuine, responsible, and 
having a work ethic beyond reproach. We know 
Emily is going to excel! 

 
2024 AU WINNERS 

Jesse is from Alabama and is a current AU  
member. He will attend college in Alabama and 
plans to study Electrical Engineering.  He enjoys 
pigeon racing and sports. He was recognized by 
his school for lettering in track, football, and  
wrestling! 
 

Jesse completed a challenging class schedule of 
many Honors and AP classes, he excelled with 
this difficult task! He is part of the National Honor 
Society and was awarded Outstanding Academic 
Excellence. He also does volunteer work in his 
community. He volunteers to clean up after local 
events, sing in retirement centers, and provide 
resources for fellow students undergoing any type 
of stress. Jesse is described by his mentors as 
compassionate, well rounded, and organized. 
Jesse’s future is bright and he’s sure to make his 
family, friends, and the AU proud! 
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Do you have a photograph you would like to share of you 
and your favorite bird? Write a couple of sentences why its 
your favorite.  
 
Send to aupromo@aol.com or  
American Racing Pigeon Union  
P.O. Box 18465  
Oklahoma City, OK 73154  

My favorite pigeons name is Buck, his 
band number is AU 24 Heavens Highway 
527.  He is a Spread Ash color.  Buck is 
my favorite because of his color and he is 
cool looking. 

My favorite pigeons name is Autumn.  She is a 
Darkcheck Sion  and her band number is, Au 24 
Heavens Highway 300.  She is my favorite be-
cause she was my first pigeon to ever win first 
place in a race.  She won the 2022 Au Convention 
Jr Race in Ohio, she trapped 15 minutes before the 
2nd place bird and was home and flying around for 
30 minutes before she trapped.   When she 
trapped she was missing most of her tail.  

Youth Members sharing a picture of  there  
favorite pigeon! 


